Sunday, August 28, 2016
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Elberon Memorial Church

Gathering for Worship

Prelude – “Revelation Says . . .” 


                  Timothy Broege    
Choral Introit – “Summertime”


                George Gershwin
Call to Worship

*Hymn – #135 “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
Prayer of Confession (the congregation praying in unison)

Lord, make me an instrument of your love. May I see each circumstance in my life as an

opportunity to grow in your love. May I then take this love to other people. When I am

tempted to become impatient, help me to be patient. When I am tempted to become

unkind, help me to be kind. When I am tempted to become jealous, help me to be

tolerant. When I am tempted to be rude or selfish, give me the gift of gentleness. When

I am tempted to take offense, help me to let go. Lord, grant that I may take no pleasure

in criticizing others, but that I may see good in them, as you do. Help me be loyal to

those you give me to love. I ask all of this in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon

Anthem – “Goin' to the Holy City” 


                Joseph M. Martin
Listening for God’s Word

*Responsive Reading – #37
*Gloria Patri

Scripture – 
Old Testament: Jeremiah 29: 10-14, 30: 12-17

New Testament: John 5: 1-18
Anthem – “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”


                     Donald Moore
Sermon – If You Ask a Stupid Question . . .  
       
                          Dr. Nichols
Jazz Meditation – “God Bless the Child”              
                                     Herzog & Holiday
Welcome and Announcements 
Responding to God’s Call
Offering

Offertory Anthem – “What a Day That Will Be”              


                    Jim Hill
*Doxology

 *Prayer of Presentation (the congregation praying in unison)


Almighty God from whom cometh every good and perfect gift, accept, we beseech Thee, these offerings which we bring with willing and thankful hearts.  Grant us so to consecrate ourselves to Thy service that we will serve Thee with renewed love and devotion all the days of our lives.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People
*Hymn – #379 “In Christ There is No East or West”
Benediction and Choral Response 

Postlude – “'Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams”



               Harry Barris
(Please remain seated during postlude)

*Those who are able, please stand.
Note:  Restrooms are in the rear of the building accessible from outside. 

J. Randall Nichols, Ph.D. is a United Presbyterian minister who served for thirty-five years on the faculty and staff of Princeton Theological Seminary, retiring in 2008, and also as a senior pastoral psychotherapist on the staff of Trinity Counseling Service, Princeton, New Jersey, retiring in 2015. He was the regular summer preacher at Elberon Memorial Church from 1976 until “retiring” in 2000, and has returned each summer since as a guest preacher. He lives in Lawrenceville, New Jersey where he has a private pastoral psychotherapy and consultation practice, and is currently Interim Minister of Princeton’s Christ Congregation United Church of Christ. He has two sons, one a clinical psychologist and the other a professional chef, both practicing in New York City.
TODAY’S MUSIC
Welcome to the second Jazz Service of this season.   Our performers this morning include Peter Laurance on saxophone (making his first appearance at Elberon) and our regular (and outstanding) rhythm section of Bob Marriner on bass, and John Gronert on drums. 
Our Director of Music, Timothy Broege, organist, harpsichordist, pianist and composer joins us for his sixteenth summer season at Elberon.  Principally trained at Northwestern University, he has served as Organist and Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church in Belmar since 1972.  He is a Past President of the Composers Guild of NJ, and a member of the Organ Historical Society.

Our choir is composed of singers who are soloists at various churches in the metropolitan area during the winter season.  Many are also vocal teachers and have appeared with various regional opera companies and ensembles. You are invited to greet them following the service during the fellowship hour on the breezeway.

Jenne Carey, soprano  



Doug Clark, tenor
Heather Cayan, alto

        Kris Zook, bass baritone
THE CHANCEL FLOWERS

are presented this morning

in Honor of 

N. Ross Matthews
In recognition of 51 years of service as a Trustee of Elberon Memorial Church

 By the Matthews Family
THE ELBERON MEMORIAL CHURCH
(732) 870-2241 elberonmemorialchurch.com
Erected 1886 in Loving Memory of MOSES B. TAYLOR by his wife, Catherine A. Taylor

A summer sanctuary open to all, dedicated to the worship of God

The Trustees of Elberon Memorial Church extend a cordial greeting to you during this our one hundred and thirtieth year. Feel free to ask questions about the church, its history, windows, organ and woodwork.  Visit the restored Sunday School building.  A Trustee will gladly give you a guided tour.
As you worship with us, may you enjoy good fellowship, renew old acquaintances and make new friendships during this one hundred and thirtieth summer season.  Please join us for refreshments on the breezeway following the service.  We want to get to know you better.  And we want you to get to know one another better.
Our church depends upon the voluntary offerings of the congregation for a considerable portion of the operating expenses, particularly for the support of the choir, whose hard work and talent has been an important and inspirational feature of our services.  Your generous and continued support is appreciated; it ensures that the Elberon Memorial Church will be able to continue to welcome twenty-first century visitors to this beautiful nineteenth century sanctuary.  All contributions and bequests are tax deductible.

If you are interested in volunteering your time and talents in support of Elberon Memorial Church, please speak with a Trustee. 

· Greeters and Ushers – arrive at 10:45 am and tell us you would like to serve. 

· After Service Refreshments – There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the office.  Bring cookies, cakes, cheese, crackers, fruit, sandwiches, etc and 1 ½ gallons of iced tea, lemonade, juice.

· Sanctuary Flowers - See Sharon Lees or Larry Brennan for scheduling. Cost: $50.

· Ring Our 126-year Old Bell! Arrive with your child at 10:50 and speak to Larry Brennan.  Don’t forget to bring your camera!

· Monmouth County Food Bank – Deposit cereal, powdered milk, peanut butter and jelly, canned tuna or chicken, pasta, pasta sauce in the food basket located in the Narthex (lobby).
· 125th Anniversary Color Plate - Price: $50.00.  See Larry Brennan to purchase.
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Howard H. Woolley, Jr.
* Bruce Coles, Jackson, NJ - designs and maintains our beautiful plants and flowers.

* Craig Kiely and Darryn Murphy Designs, Red Bank, NJ – provides our sanctuary flowers.
